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Diversity

For the cultural foruem a8 Ecole Baker Elementary Schoal,
principal Selena Mell has dresied | everyihing frema
voyageur's sath and Blouse (a nod to her French-Canadian
heitage) te & wibeant Indian sarl, Selena, 37, began the
biarniasl fosusm in 2001 (o entourags kidi Lo celebrate (helr own
and other oultures. Although Guesnel, ke most small tovers in
tha BLC. interkor, b not a1 ethnlcally diverse as citles such a1
Wancouves, [t draws viudents from & varlety of backgrounds, and
2% per cent are First Matlons.

Tha forum has flowrished over the years. Now the gym
buzoes with colourful costumes, danoers amd mietlc, and smalky
bechom from the concesslon, which features a multbcultural
platter af feads fram around the wedld. Exhibiten fiom
every school in the district Lake part, competing far prizes
with displays. The kids' faces light up with pride when
they tallc sbaut thelr own herltage and show off thelr
traditional drest, For some, it's the firet time thay"ve
shared their culture with anyone ouitide their familles.

Sebena Boves planalng it all, “Pattisg en a large
ewenk that celebrates culture is like putting an a
birthday party for the kide,” she says. “It's a positive
expeilencns that created huge mamadin"
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Sabra Desal, Mississaugn, Onit.
Far ||,_|lhl:-'!-:|||||.|;|1||:|| v righis el social
justice by improving the delivery of
eilucnili nnd srvmscaial SErvices 1o the
highly diverse popualntion of Toronto '
Andrew Donaldson, Taromto.
Far bk dofa cudtiarl hanmiers by
encauraging thie congrega tion of his charch
ton bt i memw erasditiams through mushe
Paul MeKenna, Tottenham,
Chnt. For bullding a brédae
et wapld pedigions. thirogh
luls Galden Kule pester,
Judy Tethong, Victoria.
Far teaching by example

tall of the grest Consdians
. our list on page 27, and
te'dxperience the pawer of frlends
and community with Craig Klelburger,

an make a L‘":ﬂl'rl'l'H'l' i the coauthor of Me to We, visit
Baitle apnins imoleranoe.

ani shenving vouth that
DM RS i oo s

www.canadianliving.com.

36 OCTOBER 2005 N



