
Combining urban living with rustic 

antiques, a Regency-style home in  

Toronto�s north end gets a decorative 

makeover while still maintaining 

its historical charm. Written by Christy Wright / Photography by Donna Grif�th

It�s no surprise that location was the driving force 

behind Toronto realtor Michael Stewart�s move from a down-

town cottage in a bustling area to a historical home in the 

city�s north end. Michael and his partner, freelance stylist 

Christopher Clancy, wanted a calmer neighbourhood, and 

when they saw the house they now call home, they were sold. 

�It was love at �rst sight, and the street was so quiet, we had 

to have it,� says Michael. Fate agreed: two days after viewing 

the house, a neighbour knocked on their door, asking if they�d 

LEFT Watery blue walls and crisp  
white furniture give the formally 
appointed living room a relaxed, 

beach house ambience. �When  
you sit in here, you almost expect to 

look out the window and see the 
ocean,� says homeowner and realtor  
Michael Stewart. Inexpensive chairs 
face a custom-upholstered sofa and 

set the tone for the room�s clever mix 
of elements. �We love antiques,� says 
Michael, �but adding modern pieces 

keeps the house from becoming a 
museum.� Thus, carved Italian lamps, 
an heirloom oil painting and antique 
photos are right at home with glossy 
art books, and a brand-new, Shaker-

inspired coffee table from Elte.
RIGHT Michael (left) and partner 

Christopher Clancy in the living room 
of their 19th-century home, which is 
said to be one of only �ve remaining 

Regency-style dwellings in Toronto. g

uptowncountry
like to sell their cottage. That was four years ago. Since then, the 

couple have put their decorative stamp on the 1835 Regency-

style house by rejuvenating the rooms with paint and showcas-

ing their antiques against the charming backdrop of the home�s 

original period features. There were renovations as well: the 

kitchen was redesigned to maximize space, and a stone terrace 

was added just outside the dining room. For now, though, 

there are no further decorating plans, and Michael is just �ne 

with that, knowing he has a perfect country home in the city. 

small spaces g 1,200 square feet
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*for a 3-D version of the �oorplan, 
check out styleathome.com/stewart
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LEFT �I love the drama of the red in this 
room,� says Michael. �It�s great with 
the woodwork, and a warm change 
from the pastel colours in the other 

rooms.� The six ladderback chairs, 
which Michael snapped up for under 

$400 at a consignment shop, parlay  
a country-casual air that�s nicely 

tempered by the simple lines of the 
table and the modern upholstered 

armchairs at either end. The country-
city mØlange is continued in the 

chandelier, where a string of crystal 
beads infuses the rustic wrought  

iron with a touch of elegant sparkle.
RIGHT A botanical print is housed in  

an IKEA frame. Michael imparted  
a personal touch by pairing it  

with a photograph that his father  
took for him. The model car is a nod  

to one of Michael�s passions �  
he loves Citroºn 2CV cars and  

drives a 1961 model. g

I love working with Michael and Christopher. They have a pulse  
on what�s going on in design but also a strong respect for history� NeiL asseLiN, DesiGNer
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